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De Pisceset al

them known vnto manie, Ilet it paffe at this time. Of the legged kind we haue
not many, neither haue I feen any more of this fort than the lobfter, crayfifh and
the crab. As for thelittle crayfifhes, they are not taken in the fea, but plentifully in
our frefh rivers in banks, and vnder ftones, where they keep themfelues in moft
fecret manner, and oft, by likenefle of colour with the ftones among which they
lie, deceiue euen the fkilful takers of them except they vfe great diligence.
Carolus Stephanus doubted whether thefe lobfters be fifhe; and condudeth them
to grow of the purgation of the water, as doth the frogge. As touching the {helly
fort, we haue plenty of oyfters; whofe value in old time for their fweetneffe was
not vnknown in Rome, and thefe we haue in like manner of diuers quantities
whereon the moft famed is that of Bluffwhich fets forth an oyfter feftiualle when
the feafon for eating fuch arriues. And there is noleffe variety alfo of our muffels
and cockles. We haue in like fort no fmall ftore of great whelks, {callops, and
periwinkles, and each of them brought far into the land from the fea coaft in their
feueral feafons.

NS

SQUID & MONKFISHHE. THE WHALE.

And thus much of the beafts of lande & fea, as one in manner vtterly
vnackquainted with their diuerfitie of kinds, yet fo much haue I yielded to doe,
hoping hereafter to fay fomewhat more, and more orderly of them, if it {hall
pleafe God that I mayliue and haue leifure once again to perufe this treatife and fo
make vp a perfect piece of work of that which, as you now fee, is very {lenderly
attempted and begunne.

FINIS.



OF FISHES & SEA CREATVRES:
A {malle parte of thofe which

are found in oure waters.

28 might finallie fpeak of fithes and other beaftes founde in the waters
(il that wafhe the Crefcaunt Ifles. For mine own parte, I am not
o greatlie acquainted with fifh itfelf: and therefore, if I {hould take
s = vponne me to defcribe or Ii)eake of manie of them abfolutely, I
thould enterprife more than I am able to performe, and go in hande with a
greater matter than I can well bring about.

Of fifhes, I find v forts: the flat, the round, the long, thelegged, and fhelled.
The flat are diuided into the fmooth, fealed, and tailed. Of the firft are the
plaice, the turbot or fea flounder, Iohn doree, dab, etc. Of the fecond the foles
and fhark, whereof the greater be for the moft part either dried and carried into
other countries, or fodden, foufed, and eaten here at home, whilft the lefler be
fried or buttered foon after they be taken, as prouifion not to be kept long for
fear of putrefaction. Vnder the round kinds are commonly comprehended
whitebait (a ftraugne colourleffe fifh much faughte as it hath a very delicate in
eating if it be kindly drefled), the fea bream, hake, gurnard, roughies, cod,
herring, pilchard, fprat, and fuch like. And thefe are they whereof I haue beft
knowledge, and are commonlie to be had in their times vpon our coafts. Vnder
thiskind alfo are all the great fifh contained, as the feal, the dolphin, the porpoife,
the whale, and whatfoeuer is round of body, be it neuer {o greate and huge. Of
the longe fort are congers, eels, garefifh, and fuch other of that form. And the
{quid who refemblesamonk. Itisfayd thatinfenny riuers*fides, if you cut aturf,
andlaie it with the grafle downwards vpon the earthin fuch fort as the water maie
touch it as it paffeth bye, you fhall haue a brood of eels. It would feem a wonder;
and yetitis belieued with nolefle affurance by fome, than that ahorfe hairlaid ina
pail full of the like water will in a fhort time ftir and become aliuing creature. But
fith the certainty of thefe things is rather proued by fewe than the certaintie of

GREAT KINGS & PRYNCES,

DVKS & COVNTES, KNIGHTESs & BVRGESSES.

And Pcople of all degrccs who defire to gain knowledge
of the diuerfities of the fundrie

regions of the Worlde.

’ ake this work and caufe it to be read to you. For ye fhall
i find therein a fmall fampling of the manie beaftes that
B4y are to be found in the landes of Lochac drawne from
among the manie and varied fauna found throughout
the demesne of the Crefcent Ifles, according to the
/E defcription of Miftrefle katherinekerr, a wife and noble

W Ne==rfR) citizen of the Crefcent Ifles, who has trauelled to thofe
partes and feen fuch beafts with her own eyes. And of fome knowledge therein
which {he beheld was nathlefle learned from menne of credit and veracitie and
much in the way of beaftly obferuation. And we {hall fet down things feen as
feen, and thingsheard asheard only, {o that noiot of falfehood may mar the truth
of this Booke, and that alle who {hall read it or hear it read may put full fayth in
the truth of all that it contayns.

NS

For lette me tell you that fince our Lord God did mould with his hands our
firft Father Adam, euen vntil this day, neuer hath there been Chriftian, or
Pagan, or Tartar, or Indian, or any man of any nation, who in his own perfon
hath had fo muchknowledge and experience of the diuers parts of this part of the
Known World and its Wonders as hath hadde this Miftrefle katherine. And
for that reafon it would be a very great pitie did {he not caufe to be put in wryting
all the great maruels that {he hath feen, or on fure information heard of;, fo that
other people who had notte thefe aduantages might, by this Book, get fuch
knoweledge. And I may tell you that in acquiring this knoweledge {he fpent in
thofe various parts of the Known Worlde a goodly fpace of tyme, and has
confulted many wife teachers and much in the way of bookes and tomes and rolls
that dwell vpon the beafts of the lande with this holding but a fmall tafte of that
which in time {hall form the bafis of a Magnum Opus.



OF UNIQUE QUADRUPEDS:
Of whych are saide to bee founde in the
Crefcent Ifles onlie and no-where elfe
within the Kingdome of Lochac.

P T is none of the leaft bleflings wherewith God hath endued thefe
4 iffands that they are void of noyfome beafts, as lions, bears, tigers,
pardes, wolues, and fuch like, by means whereof our countrymen
Shreciee®| maie trauell in fafetie, and our herds and flocks remaine for the moft
parte abroad in the field without any herd{man orkeeper. This is chieflie {poken
of the North and Southe-Weft parts of the land. For, whereas thofe who
dwelle vppon the northern is-land amd thofe of the Weft Coaft of the South
may f{afelie boaft of fecuritie in thys behalf, yet can not thofe dwelling within the
fouthern area of Canterbury for that there are tayles of a Great Catte which
hauntes thofe partes prouiding ftartelment to thofe who encounter it and much
ammufement for the news-mongers. And fometime it is fayed that the Great
Catte is a panther or a blacke leopard but I belieue that is is an houfe cat efcaped
and grown or perhaps thofe who fee it - being men - hath ouer-iudged its fyze as
they are wont to do manie things. Other pernicious beaftes we haue not, except
yourepute the great plentie of red and fallow deer, and {heep and goats and ftore
of conies amongft the hurtful forte. Which although that of them felues they are
not offenfiue at all, yet alle their great numbers are thought tobe very preiudicial,
and therefore iuftlie reproued of manie, as are in like fort our huge flocks of
{heep, whereon the greateﬁ partofour foilis employed almoftin euery place, and
yet our mutton, wool, and felles neuer the better cheap. If I {hould go about to
make anylong difcourfe of venymous beaftes bred in the Crefcaunt Ifles, I{hould
attemptmore than occafion itfelf would readily offer, fith we haue no beaftsatall,
that are thought by their natural qualities to be either venomous or hurtful, bar a
verie few {hy {piders which may bite, and bees and wa{i)s which ﬁyng.

And fo thys fection deals with merelie thofe four-footted beaftes not well
known without our thores.

OFSTRAUNGE FOSSILS :
Thofe which haue a refemblance
to things that liue in the fea.

SERPENTSTONES.

®l OST NOT ABIL ofall foffils to be found within the Crefcaunt
/ -n Ifles is the greate ftone coil oft tem’d in daies of old ferpentftones
» k when common folke thought they were the fnakes Saint Patrick

&l froze in ca.fh'ng them from Hibernia. Some to bee feen haue the
heads of ferpentes but I belieue thefe are mere caruing made by corrupt men for
their owne gain. More properlie they are term’d ammonite for Pliny the Elder
tells vs thefe are ammonis cornua or the horns of Ammon the Egyptian god of
times paft. And truy is the coil like vnto an rams horn an the ouine creature be
verie large for the greate {erpentfone of the Crefcaunt Ifles has a beadth as wide
as amanne is tall and Weighs moer that alarge bulle.

SERPENT STONES.

Itis fayed that the giant {ferpentftone of the Crefcaunt Iffes was once alyuing
creature when thefelands were ioyned with that of the Continent to oure Weft.
No fuch beafte is to be found in the waters of the Crefcaunt Ifles in thefe days
faue the Argonaut or nautilis which fails the oceans in a thell coiled like that of an
ammonite all though {mooth and {mall.



De Infeces
THEHUMBLE BUMBBLE BEE or BOMBUS.

a3 HE BUMBLE BEE is the biggeft of all bees within the
A Ravd| Crefcent Ifles and trauelled far to fettle thefe lands in long tyme paft
§| brought by priefts to fuccour thofe who would grow douer for the

2 longe tonges of thefe bees can reach within to make the plant fruitful
from one feafon to the nexte. No fuch trauail has taken thefe bees to the Conti-
nent though fome talke of helping them on their way and others haue taken greate
pains to bring them once more to the {hores of Englonde.

They conftruct their dwellings with
indefcribable art, and ftore away honey from a
variety of flowers butt vnlykke the fruitfull
honey bee that of the humblebee is humble
indeed for they make but enough for theyr
owne vie. And their combes are not neate and
fix-fided but irregular and ouall within neftes
often vnderground from when the name
Bombus fubterraneus. They{warme not. Bees,
alone amonge all the kindes of liuing thinges, rayfe their offfpring communallie,
live in a fingle dwelling, are enclofed within a fingle homelande, and {hare their
toyle, their food, their tafkes, the produce of their labour and their flight. Bees
haue an army and queenes; they fight battels. Onlie the quenes and workershaue
a fting but it lies vnufed moftlie within the bodie of the beafte and when they
ftrike they die not. The neftsliue for but ayeare and new queens ventur forthin
autumn one thyr mother-quene has died and ouer winter live within the
grounde. The bees who donotte comply with thelaws of the queene, repentand
punifh themfelues and die by their own fting. It is cuftom that the Perfians are
faid to preferue todaie: that thofe who haue committed a crime paye the price by
carryng out their own fentence of death.

The Aberdeen wryter faith that to produce them, you beat the flefh of dead
calues, fo that worms come forth from the putrefying blood; thefe later become
bees. But I haue fene them come forth from the bare grounde in Spring.

De Quadrupedibus
SPINEY LIZZARD.

PRESFY HE LIZARD is called akind of reptile, becaufe it has arms.
'ff ;"6‘ 4| Thereare many kinds of lizards, fuch as the botrax, the falamander,
& the fauraand the newt. In the Crefcent Ifes are manylizards not to
ksl 1. found elfewhere and the oldeft of thefé is the {piney lizzard,
whych is thot coz to the terrible lizzards of olde if muche lefler in fize than thofe
beaftes. Like Methufeleh the {piny lizard lives to a great age of four {core or
more, outlafting Mans {pan on earthe and leauing behind hym once a year hys old
fkin to begin life anew in frefh garb. So fhould we caft afide our old liues to re-

new ourfelues faieth the fpirituallie minded.
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DE SPHENODON.

This greate lizard is armored all ouer,and with fearfome daws. Triangle
vanes like thofe of acrockodil line his fpine from the back of his head to the tail and
when broke thefe will grow againe. Some fanne thefe out to growlarger in fize
and bryghter in color to amaze any creature who might approach. He is named
by thelocal people for thefe peaks inits back and they belieue that he is ameffenger
of death and difafter fo that women {hould not eat of his flefh. He hath greate



De Quadrupedibus

determinacion as he vies his ﬁrengthe tolift his belly from the grounde to moue
in the way no other lizarde can. His eye is completely tar black. All though he has
noe ears he can heare. Like no other lizard, the fpiney lizzard has two rows of
teethe within his ypper mouth and one vpon the floor but like many a mans thefe
toothes wear awaie in tyme and they muft fuffice on fofter foods. He liues in
harmony with feabirds {haring the burrows of thofe which liue beneath the
grounde but he maks a deadly foe to the thorn cricketts that are found in damp
places in the Crefcent Ifles and eats thefe with vigour. And although fome call
hime alizard truely I tell youhe is not, bearing a refemblaunce to his clofe kin but
belonging toadifferentline of family. Butlyke anlizzard he canletloofe his tayle
if it be taken hard fo as to efcape capture and then grow it once more.

Eithni reports that thislizzard creeps along with a waddling gait, a fearfome
predator of any thing it can fitte into hys mouthe and down his wattl’d throat.
For afhort time he {pots ane toothe vpon his fnout to rip apart the parchmaint of
his matternal {hell and then faid tooth is difcarded which giues him a Latin name

Jphenodon by which is meant wedge tooth. At that time he has a third eye in the
centre of hys hed which vanifhes as he comes into growth and ther is muche
{peculacion as to what he fees with this orb whether of this worlde or the next.

HEDGEHOGS.

FaER2) HE HED GEHO GGE or vrchin is found acroffe the lande of
A R 4| the Crefcent Iffes but neuer in the greate Continent that maks vp
N8| the refte of the Kingdom of Lochac. She has come from England to
= makk hyr home here. As Ifidore of Seuille faith, the hedgehog is
couer’d with quills which ftiffen when it is threatened whereupon {he rolls herfelf
into a ball and is thus protected on all fides {o as to regain her currage behind her
armour. When yong, Lord Dikkon Baskin stepped uponne ahedgehog and re-
quired the attention of the chirugeons to remove sayd quills from his feet.

De Infec&es
THE VVALKING VVORM.

FaE>Zd HE PERIPATUS is fo-named for its Nature, it being a
A Ravd| beafte that lookes like vnto a worme but which hath legges with
3| which to perambulayte. Some call it the veluet worme for the
= {oftnefle of its tkinne. Like all wormes it is a creature which {prings
from flefhe, or wood or fome other material, but not as the refult of intercourfe,
although occafionally they are hatched from egges, like the {corpion. Informhe
moueth like a caterpillar but he hath a dozen pairs of legges which are round and
foft and ftumpie and each endeth in a daw for
griyping, giueng it the name in the latin tongue of
claw bearer. Fromme his hed Ipringe forth two
largc wandes and two blacke eyes are found at the
bafe, and he can meafure as much as a hand-fpan.
Some are blue and fome green, fome gray or
brown.

In nature he islike the {pider as he fquirts forth
a ftickie webbe, but from his mouth and notte his
nether partes, to trap his prey for he eats the meate
of beatles, crickets and other creatures which
dwelleth in the grounde. Like archnea he fuckes
theyr flethe and if hunting be hard he eates hys

own fkinne.

All though the Continenthath greate numbres
of worms, the Crefcent Ifles, being a blefle’d
place, hath fewe that would harm manne wheras
thelandes to the Wefthath many fuch as the leech,
f'anguiffuga, which fucketh blood, fanguinem
ﬁlgere; and manie others of the bodie which are
the emigramus, the ftomach-worm, the afcaride,
the cofte, the loufe, the flea, the lendex, the
tarmus, the tick, the vfia, the bug.




De Infectes De Quadrupedibus

The giante outsizes a In regard to the inftinckt of hedgehogs, it has been obferued in manie playces
mouse four times over and that, when the wind doth fhift from north to S, and from fouth to N, {he will
is found on the Lyttel {hift the outlook of her earth-hole, and thofe that are kept in domeftickacion fhift

Barrier Is-land; the smallest ouer from one walle to the other. A manne in Byzantium gain’d high repute for

hydes in the mountains of
Marlborough and may be
frozzen; yet theyr especiall
virtue bringes them to life
againe. He bears playtes of
ftrong armour vpon his
bodie and oft fports a
fearfome lance from hys
rear and fome have tufkes
from the mouthe like a boar.
When challeng’d he rayfes
his {piked legs aboue his head
and chitters lyke a fquirrel.
When prouoked faieth the
Lady Brigit Macha Ruadh
he throes off the brambles
vpon his enemies to caufe
much dolor ftriking for the
eyen to blinde.

As with manie of the beastes of the Crescaunt Isles, this insecte flies not but
leaps and stalkes uppon the forest floor to find its prey. Some naturall
philofophers faie that this beafte ftands in playce of the moufe among the
creatures of the Crefcaunt Ifles for the land had no mus mufculus before the
prefence of Manne. He has a bite painfull to a full grown man fuch that moft on
encountering hym will retreat and refufe to draw nigh defpite the implorations
of their womenfolk to remoue the beafte from out their fyght. It is faid that he
exudes feare to make euen the braueft of heartes flinch. His enemie is the Owle
and the anciauntlizzard whych feare notte hys vifage nor his thornes. As for the
cricket called cicada, he hath fome likelihood vnto his coufin, but not very great.

fore-telling a change of
weather, alle owing to
his hauing feene this
habit of the hedgehog.

Her maeat is apples,
wormes, or grapes:
when fhe findeth apples
or grapes on the earthe,
{he rolleth hyrfelf vpon
them, vntil fhe hath
filled all her prickels, and
then carrieth them home
to her denne, neuer
bearing aboue one in her
mouth; and if it fortune
that one of them fall off
by the waie, fhe likwife
thaketh off all the
refidew, and walloweth
vppon them afrefh, vntil
they be alle fettled vpon
her back again. So, forth
fhe goeth, making a
noyfe like wvnto a
cart-wheele; and if fhe
haue any young ones in
her neft, they pulle off
herload wherewithal {he
is loaded, eating thereof
what they pleafe, and



De Quadrupedibus

laying vp the refidew for the tym to come. And for this largeffe was the
hedgehog chofen at one tyme for a Token for Canterbury Faire.

St Antony faies that the hedgehog is the obftinate finner, couered all ouer
with the prickles of hys fins. If youendeauour to conuince him of the finne he has
committed, he rolles himfelf vp, and hides, by excufing, hys fault. Butte in thefe
times learned men faie that this is not fo, but done for fears fake. Some in the
Crefcent Ifles haue attempted to {port withe the herifon to no auail for fo greate
was the noyfe of the crowd and fo fearful of Mann was the wee beafty that when
any tried to take them, they would roll hymfelf vp, and become as it were aball in
the hand of the holder. And fo the wifhe to race the hedgehogs cam to nawt.
Hedghogs are not to be found in the remainder of Lochac and fo {mall children
earn pennys from thofe who iourney from the Olde Principality for fetching
them a hedgepig that they may maruel muchly vponit. Itis {aid that the Rom
will eat of a hedgehog once couered in claie to bake him and remoue the quills.
The meat is medicinal in nature. The fam’d hedgehog Bogor was knowne for
hys liking for medicinal plants viz that of the hemp familie which made hym the
leaft fearful of hiskynd.

THEBATTE.

- OME W U LD SAIE the bat belongeth with the birdes but I fay
A "% {he maie count among the quadrupeds for there being few of thefe
> ,ﬁ and alfo becaufe all though fhe be a winged creature fhe is als a

el four-footed one, and fhe hath teeth and fur which you would not
vﬁJally find in birds. She birthslike aquadruped, not to eggs but to liue younge
whom fhe fuckles to teat. And of all the animales in the Crefcent Ifles, the bat 1s
the onlie one whych is bothe viuaparous and natiue to thefe partes, though some
do saie that the battes in these lands came from the Continent to the West.

OFINSECTES:
Of whome God
is inordinantly

fonde.

% A NIE and varied are the infe&es of the Crefcent Ifles and though

) ]} the populace regardes them nott, manie are to be found nowhere
‘k elfe and pitie {hould be {howen vnto them that maie well depart the

ARt face of the earthe for want of hearth and home. Vnlyke the Conti-
nental beaftes, the infectes of the Crefent Ifles are friend to Man, not biting or
ftinging or caufing iniury, for feware venymouslike thofe in the benighted lands
tothe Weftand euen the fand-flie of the far South s regarded with bemufement
for his vnufual affinitie for flefh, it being a habbit not feen in other beaftes.
Netiher have we the scorpion, neither the tarantulanor the manie spiders of the
Continent nor the stining emmett wherefore I suppose our country to be the
more happy for that it is void of these grievous annoyances wherewith other
lands are plagued.

THORN CRICKET.

P2y HIS INSECT Eishight Deinacrida or terrible graffe hopper

)\l greate fi fiz able to iump the fulle length of anhorfe. The pepul of the

= Crefcent Ifles haue named hym heathenifhly as the God of Vgly
Things for the nature of his vizage. He can growe to thelength of ane handfpann
and weighs as muche as a fparrow doth. He hydes hymfelf within bufhes & be-
neath rottynglogs & when wynter falleth can liue within the ice wayting for the
warm to returne withnoeharm. Some hide within caues and fuch darke places to
ftartyle the vnwarie e’en withhys leap which is the length of aman but fome are fo
greate that they can not iump at all.



De Auibus

Of mofte note is the fong of the birdes which ringge loud, farand ﬁrong, and
moft melodious through the woodes at day-brekke fuch that fum who hear thys
term it a buth choir fuch as myght be funnge by the beft of voyces. It makkes
other noyfes fuch as the mewing of a catte or buzzing as of bees and with this
beginns his dawn performans from the toppe of the talleft tree. The famed
W alter Buller who knows much of birdes declaimed thuflie:

I haue oft heard two or more Kokakos, each in a different kgy, founding forth
thefe rich organ-notes with raptrous effeckt; and it is well worth a night’s
dis-comforte to be awakened at dawn by this rare foreft mufick,

The ftorys fay that this birde brought water to the great warrior Maui as he
fought the funne carrieing the drinkke within his wattels and that the warrior
gaue him the priz of longge and flender leeges fuch that he could bound through
the foreft with eafe in fearch of foode. ButI do nott thinke this be true.

THE WATTLEBIRD also hight the kokako.

=

She flies, but not on winges; rather {he fupports hyrfelf by makeing a rowing
motion with the fkinne between herlegges, and, fufpended iuft as on winges, (he
darts and flits forth. Some battes hath longe tails held within the membrayne of
the winges; others hath fhort tayles that flie free. Of thelatter, {he maie fly faft
but {he alfo huntes vpon the foreft floore tucking her leathers into a pokket and
viing her forelimbes to pull herfelf about vnlike no other animal of hyr type; and
likewyse hath {he paired talons onher daws. She of the {hort tail is one of akynd,

Vefpertilio.

whom the naturall philofophers called the Myftacinidae. She hathlong ears and
her noftrils are lykewife grofie and her tayle can roll within lyke no other batt to
giue her freedom to walke lyke other beaftes. Isidore of Seville saieth that the bat,
vnlike other birds, is a flying quadruped, refembling a moufe. She hath the name
vefpertilio from the tyme when she flies, after twilight. She flies about driuen by
precipitate motion, hangs from frgile branchs, and makes a found like a fqueak.
Neither belfry nor caues hide thefe beaftes for they rooft in hollow trees and take
greate care to choofe a different reftyng plaice each night tranfporting their
younge with them to fome-where newe. There is one thing which thefe mean
creatures do, howeuer: they cingge to each the other and hang together from
one place looking like a dufter of grapes, and if the laft lets goe, the whole group
diﬁntegratcs; akind of act of loue of a fort which is dyfficult to find among
menne. And theyr menfolke singge to them to make themselves pleasinge unto
the ear of the female.



OFSUNDRIE BIRDES :

there bcing manie within thefe londes,
onlie a fewe of which are treated

here-in.

] RDER requireth that I fpeak fomewhat of the fowls alfo of the
i b3 % | Crefcaunt Ifles, which I maie eafily diuide into the wyld and tame;
;@ but, alas! fuch is my fmall {kille in fowles that, to fay the truth, I can
bR neither refGite their numbers nor welle diftinguith one kind of them
from t'other. Yet this [haue by general knawledge, that there is no nation vnder
the Sunne which hath alreadie in the tyme of the year more plentifull of wild fowl
than we, for fo many kindes as our iflandes doth bring forthe, and much more
would haue if thofe of the higher {oil might be {pared but one year or two from
the greedie engines of couetous fowlers which fet only for the pot and purfe or
the eager farmer who dears alle the foreft fuch that the birdes haue no place to reft
or thofe vnthinking of minde who brought to thefe landes thofe peftes which fett
vpon our natiues fuch as the ftoat and the weafil and the feral catte. Certes this
enormitie hath bred great troubles, infomuch that, in fome partes are to be found
little or no of the birdes natif ad this hath fet fome wyfe peopull to mayke the tak-
ing of fuch wilde fowl prohibit and greate {wathes of countrie referued for their
goode in the hope that thereby the land within will be thoroughly replenithed
again. But whether this {halllet our chindren fee fuch beaftes in their own place or
not is too earlie to fay if it fucceed.

N
4

Ower tame fowles are fuch (for the moft part) as are common bothw to vs
and to other countries, as cocks, hennes, geefe, ducks, peacocks of Ind, and
pigeons, now a hurtful fowl by reafon of their multitudes and number of houfes
daily erected for their increafe. But, fith Thaue no more knawledge of thefe than
what I haue gotten by mine eare, I will not meddle with them. It may als be that
fome looke for a difcourfe of ower other fowls in this playce at my hands, fuch as
{parrows, thrufhes, blackbirds, larks, kingfithers, goldfinches, fantails,
yellowheads, bellbirds, etc.; but I {hould then fpende more tyme vpon them than

1s conuenient. Neither will 1 q)cake of our coftlie and curious auiaries dailie
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thought loft to the land but found by a docktor after much affiduous fearching.
The henne does not flie well bearing an awkward afpecet in the aire and landing
poorlie. Although she choofes to walk with a ftately ftrut and can run if need be,
the {fwamp hen can fly and indeed one was found on L’Efperance Rock fum cc
miles or more from the main land. Her red beak and legges are figns of power
and nobility gifted him by an ancient dan chief, but a perfon who is ftubborn 1s
faid to haue pukeko ears for the natiue name of the bird. 'V nlike manie birds of
the Crefcaunt Ifles, the fwamp henne is friend to Man and liues in the edges of
fields and paths fuch that a-times they fuffer from the traffic of pepul. The
{wamp henne is the enemie of the ftoat and when a ftoate affaies to venture in hyr
demefne, all the hennes will gather in a flock to hunt it awaie with much cackling.
The {fwamp henne eates caterpillars and crickets which pleafeth the hufbandman
of the fields, and fruits of the garden which Pleafe notte the hufbandman of the
garden. Feweknow that {he will fteal the egges of fowles and ducks and will kill
young duckkes of which it may eate only the head. And fhee maie als fteale
lykwife the egges of her fyfters and ther hufbannd thereof for two or three
hennes choofe a cocke and he is agood fellowe to helppe them with their trauail to
raife manie chicks.

And it was faide by a cooke of olde that to eat the {wamp henne you {hould
boyle her for three daies with fome caft-off bootes and when it was enow drain
off the liquor and remoue the layces prior to dinning.

THE WATTLEBIRD.

FaE>2g HE WATTLEBIRDS belong to an anciaunt familie, fome
“ k| cadet branches of which are failling or found no more. The flefhy
&| wattels for whych he is named falle from his nek and thofe in the

8| North haue them blew and thofe in the South haue them oraunge ;
bothbirdes are gray in tone withlonge tayles and fhort winges. As withmanie of
the birdes of thefe lands, the wattlebirdes do notte fly well, inftead hauing
powerfull legges toleap and runne and dans through the woodes.
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coast, though some say to the west. In other parts the birde 1s call’'d the purpul
gallinule or rail but for all thefe nammes fhe is notte purple at alle but, for the
mofte part, an indigo blue that thines. Her back and winges are blacke with a
greens gloﬂé tothemand {he hydes apure whitenefle beneath hyr tail which flicks
in warninge at tymes of dangaur. Herbillis large and bryght redde and her feete
are tawnie and verrie largc. She has a coufin who 1s much ftouter who was long

Porphyrio porphyrio.
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mayde for the better hearing of their melodies o {weetelie do they fing
compared to the birdes of weftern Lochac.

BIR D ES maie haue but a fingle name, auis, butte they are various in types
and as they differ in appearaunce, {o do they differ in Nature. Some are
guilelefle, like the woode pigeon; others are cunning, like the kea parrote; fome
come obediently to man’s hand, like hawks; others fhun it, like the wild birds
called {hags. Some take pleafure in mans companie, like the fanntail; others loue
the folitarie life of the wylderneffe, like the takahe. Some haue twittering voices
like the gray warbler; others fing the fweeteft of fongs, like the bellbird. Birds
are called aues becaufe they do notte go in a ftraitline but flie at random, per auia.
They are called alites, wing'd creatures, becaufe it is on thyr wings, ale, that they
reach for the fkys and it is by beating them that they afcend vnto the heights.
Theyare called volucres, flying creatures, from volandum, flying. And alle that
be giuen yette manie birds of thefe landes flie not but dwell yppon the grounde
making them prey to Man and other beaftes. Itisknowne that manie bird-names
are formed from the found of their calle like ruru, for the owl; riroriro, the gray
warbler; keewee, the kiwi; hokios, the giante eagle; although the takahe, which is
coufin to the swamp henne, is fayd to have alow muttered klomphe, I haue notte
heard the like and maruel muchly at this defcryption.

And birds hold their fafcinaycion due to theyr flyght whych was noted by
Leonardo of Vinci. He sawthat the peregrine and other birdes which beat their
wings lyttle, go feeking the courfe of the wind, and when the wind Preuaﬂs vpon
high then they will be feen at a great height, and if it preuajls low they will hold
themfelues low. When the wind does notte Preua.il in the ayre, then this bird
beats its winges feueral times inits flyght in fuch a wae that it raifes it{elfhigh and
acquires a ftart, with which ftart, deﬁ:ending afterwards a little, it goes a long
way, and whenitis defcended it does the fame thing ouer againe, and this defcent
without flapping the winges ferues it as ameans of refting itfelf in the air.

When once you haue tﬁm’ ﬂ;’)gbt,
Jou will foreuer walk the earth with your eyes turned [kyward,
for there you haue been, and there you will always long to return.



De Auibus
THEMOUNTAIN PARROTE.

5 ZZx¥ N D T HE R E in the Barony of Southron Gaard be many
2 A _ VA popiniays, that they depekeaor in the Latin tongue Neftor notabilis
%4 for this moft noteworthy of parrotes. And thefe ftand to the hight
===t of a mans knee and the colour of oliues but for the vnderpart of the
wing which flathes a bryght tawny when he takes to the aire. 'Vnlike alle other
popiniays this one feeks out the heights of fnow and ice within the fouthern
mountayns. As Ifidore of Seuille faid of the miluus {o too is this bird foft in flight
and graceful tho prone to waddel when about on the grounde.

The writer of
Aberdeen faieth that
his beak is of fuch
hardnefle that if he falls
from a height on to a
ftane, he takes the
impact on his mouth,
viing it as bafe of
vncommon toughneffe.
His fkull 1s fo thick, that
if euer you haue to
admonith it with blows
to learn, you fhould
beat it with an iron rod.
He hath great cunning
and boldnefle fuch that
he can folue riddles and
create muche hauoc
when he encounters the
workings of Manne as
he mae pull apart
trappings and breake
fuch thyngs as may be

DE NESTOR NOTABILIS.
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the worlde has euer feen with winges that fpann’d the fkie and the talons of a
tygre. And he fedde vpon the bigge birds and, it was faid, vppon men and
womyn and fmalle children alfo fo that he was much feared in daies of olde. His
weight was that of two plumpe goofes fo that he could notte foar in the fkies like
hiskin but would refte in high places in the forefts of the eafte and plunge forth to
bear his prey into the ground by means of his powerfull legges and {harpe talons.
His form s captur’d in certayn drawinges amongft rocky places and inlarge kites
flowen at certayn times of the yeare, and once his bones were pryzed for vie as
flutes and tooles. Itmaie be that this birde was that told of by the traueller Marco
Polo who term’d it the Rue of Madagafcar, and relates that the Great Khan of
the Tartyrshaueingheard of this birde at the far offborders of the celeftialle em-
pire, fent forthwith meflengaurs to bringe a feather back. And faid feather
meafured nine fpanslong, and two palms in circumference, at which His Maieftie
exprefled vnfeigned delyght. People laughed at this tale as a fable, and lyke fo
many other relations made by Marco Polo on realle facts, it was dedared butte
vayne fwaggering talk vntil tidings came eftablifhing that agigantick bird was ftill
to be founde in thofe partes.

THE PVRPVL SWAMP HENNE.

PRl HE PVRPVL SWAMP HENNE istermed Porphyrio
co ;"g ’ porphyrio for its indigo nature term’d fuch by the Greeks who
s {hunned eating them but kept them to maruel at within their facred

bslasass places likeing their colour. Pliny the Elder faieth that the Romans
followed in this wyfe. And theirlike is depi¢t’d in paintings of Anciaunt Egypt.

In the Crefcent Ifles this bird hight the pukeko and all though it is found in
manie parte of the Knowne Worlde the people of the Crefcent Ifles haue a
fondenefle for her and think her natif to thefe partes. She is said to have come
from the Continental lands where others of her ilk reside albeit smaller, and the
earliest peopul of the Crescant Isles say the hennes sayled with them to the east
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THE CRESCENT ISLEGIANTE EAGLE.

DEHARPAGORNIS, als knowne as Haasts eagle.

pragea T SEEME T H that whenne the Dinornis was feen no more, foe
fi‘ c:’ too did the giante eagle which fed vpon it fall for he hath notte been
~¥ {cen in the memorie of thofe who dwell in Southron Gaard where
8| once he lived. He was the greateft and moft powerfull of alle eagles

De Auibus

brokene and departe with fuch thinges as are {hiney and of valew. St Antony
called the fox athief, fearing not to carry into their dens, old fhoes and veflels, or
inftruments of hufbandry and thus it is with this birde. Manie trauellers in
mountayne pafles dread and defyre the approach of this bird, for he brings
delight in his wit and humor but alfo damnation for the deftruction he may wreak
vppon the vnwarie in pulling apart trappings and other afpecks of a trauellers
goodes to theyr detryment. Hishumour is fuch that fome call hym the downe of
the mountains allthough yeomenne who work the lande find naught to laff'at in
the ftate of their ftock once Neftor has had them for he is {aid to be {o rapacious
thathe ftrikes {heep withhys {harpe beak to rip the fatte offthe back and thus mase
kille a creature much larger than hymfelff. In times paft there was a bountie paid
for the defpatche of thefe birds and good coine was giuen for ahooked bille fuch
that manie were killt and the birds were loft to the fkyes in many parts of the
lande. But nowe it is notte {o and Neftor is welcomed by mofte.

This papingo reprefents thofe light of {pirit who do notte ftop to think what
harm thyr actions may caufe and thus contrbute to their owne downefall.

THE TERRIBLE GIANT BIRD.

| £ L L NAME D has bene the dinornis for huge terrible bird
7 { ) § reaching a more colloffal fyz than any other knowne acroffe the
A, ¥9,8| worlde : ftanding twice the hight of amanne and weighing nigh vato
SRS 11 of younge bull. The femayle had vnnaturall dominion ouer the
male being much larger than her confort. Her egge would hold as much flefhe as
that from a centurie of chicken eyren and were {o ftronge they could bee vfed to
carrie water & other potables for manie myles. She could be onne of many
colours of redde to brown and thus had the name in thefe parts of kurain the for-
mer tongue of the lande and fome were {aid to {port feathyrs of Imperial purpel
in recognition of her Rule ouer the other birdes. But {he could not rule the fkyes
for fhe had no winges, they haueing been taken from hyr in exchange fore her
great {izand {o {he fell prey to the huge eagle that once would drop from the fkyes
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DE DINORNIS.
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to carry the terrible birde away. Her footes, which fhe vfes as weapyons,
refemble the hooues of ftags, being clouen in twain but thefe were nott enough to
faue her from the predacions of Manne and it has been manie a year {ince one of
thefe terrible birdshas been feen although there arife tayles of fuch fightings from
time to time in thofe weak of fyght and exciteabel of fpirit. It is fayed that the
tracks of thefe giant birdes were flill to be feen but 1ii generations paft although
they themfelues hadelong departed, fuch was the weight of theyr footftep vppon
theland. And that certayn trees ftill growe in caution left they be foode for the
terrible beaft, waiting vntil they are of aheight that would reach aboue the biting
beak before they take on leaues. The naturall philofopher Ifillin is the laft fayed to
haue reported on the dinornis thufly :

I muft write to you of the ferpent-neck gigantins. This bird is as tall as two
men. It bas been occafionally feen in the tall brufh between the foreft proper and the
Sfeeld. It has a chicken-like bead complete with beak appears frangely fmall with
compared with the donkgy-fize body which it is attached to by an eel like neck, The
neck itfelf is longer than a man is tall. When I [aw the creature ftanding ftill it
appeared to haue four legs, but when it moued 1 only [aw two like that of chickens.
Its coat appears frangely fur like, but I affume that it is really comprifed of very
fime feathers, though when Iwent to look I found nothing. In coloring it moft clofely
refembles a common [parrow. I belieue it is reafonable to affume that like moft birds
this creature [ubfifts on a diet of infells and feeds. But the quantity inuolued
/ldgger: the mind. It moues in the manner of a beron, [Rately, lifting its feet high and
putting them down firmly after each [tep with the bead mouing forward and back gently as
it walks. 1 muft admit that 1 haue neuer feen this bird in flight. <Attually I would be
Surprifed if it is capable of flight. If it has wings they are either well camouflaged or fmall
compared to its body fize. Iwill write more when I fee it again.

It maie be that Ifillin drew too clofe in the next encounter for naught further
has been heard of thys writer. As for the depicktion of this birde, fome fay that
the nek {hould be ftraiter lying alonge the lines of its backke, and that the feet
{hould be bigger but let the eye-witnefle be the iudge, for Ihaue neuer feen this
bird for myfelf.



