- Hear now of Heroes

katherine kerr of the Her mit age
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B | When war ring was over, then went the woman
* Having watched all the weapon-play,
. well-marked the warriors

' 5 %" Called she her sons to her, to sing of the day’s strivings

i Inahall full of heroes, highly honoured, great hearte
- =5 Her young boys be side her, bade them learn of the hat tle.

Firston the field, facing a for mer king,
sword-maid Alesiastaunch-heartedly strove.
Her Crown-com pan ions Henri and Kitan

had at each other, till Henri hard fell.

A mace-wield ing man made much of his might
though le thal in lunge, Luanrelinquished his life.
The cap tain who cares for the Can ton of Cluain,

From this clash of com bat came the fi nal con tes tants.
Themother ad mon ished her mites to re mem ber
Stern of eye, soft of speech, her sons she did coun sel
Learn from the les sons of these skilful lords.

Seek you the speed of Cicilia’sseigneur,
dextrous and dar ing is Inigo, knight
Circlin si)ace, spins steel in Sﬁl rals,

like to the lianes of the leaves that he wears.
Stadefzste in name and no less in na ture,

AEdwarde the Earl is a man of ac count 5
Un com monly quiet but ne’er less than courtly
Speaks vol umesinsilence, consider that strength. I

Chivalry is a state to which you should strive
The but tress that braces thishand of brothers
Cour tesy no less val ued than cour age in com hat
Well-re garded as the wreath awarded to Kitan.
Begraciousandgenerous, guided by good

as the honourable Sir UIf, heed well this hero
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Fulk fought like the fire-wyrms found on his arms. November Croun Tourney A leader in learning and like-wise in bat tle
St Florians’ Stephano, shielded by Sebastian, Bar ony of l1dhafn Adroitanddisarminginany domain.
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~ Bernard of Stirling stood stal wartandsi lent,
boldly he did bear his arms to the bat tle.

First to fall were these fel lows, felled in the fra
But in no wise less no ble than those who came af ter .

AP The man of Medici, merry Martuccio _
“was proudinhisbear ing, his prow ess pre-eminent.

Bartholomew Baskin bore a bevy of blows
though grounded, he managed a goodly en gage ment.

G ree_n—%arl_anded_ Agrograp pledwithgal lants
the pi rate did per ishat the hands of his pu pil.

Callum, the cun ning, Chrettienne’scrafty lord
his years of youth-foxing forced others to yield.

Six-fingered Rugen foughtasa Florentine
stand ing square-on to those who would skir mish.

Quick incom bat was Torum, called well The Hasty,
danced like the sun light dap pling his river lands.
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laughed in the lists as he laid on left-handed. AS XXXIX Vigor ous Bran showed his vir tueinvalour

Breaking fast, the black hoar sped to the bat tle
Imprimusininstruction,impressivehisinstance
Mark well the mas tery of Mordenvale’s man. 5
Be like Brittanica’s son, bold-blooded Blaeney N i
seen as a saint, so well-versed he in service 3
Amongst menamas ter, strong-mus cled his met tle

Nochal lenge thereis to the Fates’ choice of Cham pion.
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These fear less ones fouqht tobe firstamongstequals ;l

But one of them only could as pire to that honour.

Stephen Aldred did an swer the Crown’s call to arms
T wice-praised by peers, his life-part ner like wise,
Gentle Mathilde girds her lord with his war gear.
Inbat tle royal hé bowled his foestoanend

Intruth, he did profit, earning a princely prize.

A sire to sons, he’s now that to his subjects
Crownedasour liege lord— Ste phen, King of Lochac!
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Thehuntinghorn her alded the high-rank ing hero :
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