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Acknowledgements and Further Resources.

For a quick way to handwrite somethin%, rint it out
in a suitable font, then use a window or 1g] tbox to
trace over the letters with a pen. From there, you can
build up confidence and learn formal calligraphic
styles. gee ascribe for that!

katherine kerr: http://webcentre.co.nz/kk/
Historical fonts (for purchase), Alex Moseley:
http://www.crazydiamond.co.uk/

Mg—based fonts (free), Pia Frauss; cited as PF:
http://www.pia-frauss.de/fonts/fonts.htm

Runes: Viking Answer Lady:
http://www.vikinganswerlady.com/callig.shtml
Signs:Castro Correa: http://litteravisigothica.com
Ngc::a.ry Signs: http://www.davidthomas.com.au
/notesseals.htm

Medieval writing (lots of examples):
http://medievalwriting.5omegs.com/writing.htm
Reading medieval documents:

https:/ /%vww.nottingham.ac.uk/ manuscriptsandspeci
alcollections/researchguidance/medievaldocuments/i
ntroduction.aspx

Name abbreviations: https://en.wiktionary.org/
wiki/Appendix:Abbreviations_for_English_given
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The Little ‘Bool@ of Signatures.

This booklet aims to provide you with assistance in
developing aperiod-style signature that suits you.

The earliest personal signatures appear in Europe
around the 6th Century, and even then it took another
thousand years before they overtook using seals, rings or
tokens, x or cross signs, or even complex grawn symgbols
as personal identifiers. Knowing what is appropriate for
you s anice way to add to your persona.

Please note that the sample letters herein are from
electronic sources and may not perfectly mirror period
text; some have been developed from specific period
manuscripts, with simplifications. Remember, tf)eriod
hands, and especially autographs, could vary greatly too.

So consider this a starting point....

If you want to take it further to full authenticity, take a
look atletters and other communications written during
your period and see how people signed themselves.
Collect as many examples as you can; identify the
1ettering styles likely in use and then try a range of
variations until you have something you're comfortable
with. As you can see, ans) ‘
perfectletter formation O katherine kerr,
1s not required! ‘ her mark
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Runes.

There are many variations of runes used from around
150AD to 1500 across northern Europe & Scandinavia.
Havmg nice straight lines made runes useful for
carving on wood, bone or stone; or inscriptions on
jewellery or weapons. Runic manuscrqi)ts are rare.

Once Christianized, “Viking” scribes tended to use
formal hands such as Caroline miniscule or Gothic for
communications, so you don’t have to use runes for this
type of persona.

If you want to use a rune form of your name, some say
you should convert it phoenetically (ie by sound rather
than letter); others argue that as some sounds are not
covered by the rumic a.l%hvabet youre better off
coverting letter-for-letter. Y ou choose.

The alphabet opposite are Anglo-Saxon/Frisian
runes said to be brought to England by the Vlk.lnES and
inuse from the sthto 1rth century. Itisafuthorcalphabet,
sonamed from sounds of the first sixletters (the letterp,
called thorn, is a voiced th as in “the”). This rune set was

redated by the Elder Futhark and related runes, used
Ey Germanic tribes from the second to exghth centuries.

Remember that there are lots of variations over time
and cographlcal region, so you mxght want to choose a
set of runes that takes that into account.
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Other Things to Consider.

What language would you have written your name in?
Consider ﬁnd1 out what Latin form your name
and.or titles wonﬁd have taken. Charles could sign as
Carolus; William as Gulielmus and so on.

Names could also be abbreviated: Tho or Thos for
Thomas; Jas for James. And there are plenty of
examples of names being signed inlower case.

And lots of examples of individual names being spelled
all manner of ways, such as: Willm Shakp %‘};llxam
Shaksper, Wm Shakspe, William Shak ere, Willm
Shaks ere, William Shakspeare (all as useg by the Bard
hims Yf from 1612-1616; a standardized spelling for his
name wasn’t settled on until the 20th century?!)
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Humanist.

‘Thishumanist cursive was espoused by the likes of Italian
handwriting master Ludovico Vicentino degli Arrighi
51475 -1527) and very common amongst the educated
rom the mid-1500s on. (First set below is a free font
called Ludovicos). Lots of flourishes and swashes which
make it pretty but it was also considered easy to forge.
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Monogrammatic signs or sigils were made up from the
letters of the name or symbols of the profession of the
signer. They gained popularity from the 12th Century
onwards, specxally with artists.

Pelagius (1105-1128)
szxgothxc personal monogram

Lothar of Saxony, Rex (1075-1137)

Charlemange (742-814) ; ;
The central part 1s his sign

Albrecht Durer
(1471-1528)

manual, with the Carolus

letters added by ascribe.
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Secretary Hand.

‘""“fa,

Henry V1
(14211470

Secretary hand arose as a cursive option to make writing Richard I
more legible than Gothic or Bastarda. It was ular in (367-1400)
France and Italy in the late 14C and reached §Y and by
the 15th. Like some of the earlier cursives, it differed
from the more gothic texts by its longer ascenders and

descenders above and below the text line. Edward IV
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