Desirous to shew my selfe thankfull... A Letter-Writing Exercise

The following provides a general idea for how you could go about writing a short thank you note
in a late-period style. The example text comes from letters written around 1450-1600.

Consider writing a note thanking your B&B or an officer for their work; an artisan for giving
their time and knowledge; an event steward or the person who washed the dishes. Bribe an
urchin to deliver it, or hand it out in court, or put it on their feast plate. You’ll make their day.

What to say and how to say it: (see the examples in The Writing of Parts)

pick a Salutatio suitable for your recipient and their station/relationship to you

add a line or two from the Narratio samples; personalise it or make a general batch to use
finish up with a date/location, the Conclusio sign-off and your signature or mark

YV V VYV

when you come to write, the trick is to take it slowly; use a dip pen or fountain pen

Layout and Production (see the Layout Sheet)

» before you write, fold your paper in half (ie from landscape to portrait, fold at the left)

> give the text a big left-hand margin and a narrow right-hand one; try to keep your text
justified (ie lined up at the right) or make squiggles to fill any gaps; no paragraph breaks

> if writing to an equal/inferior, your Conclusio and signature can go directly under your
writing; if writing to a superior, put it at the very bottom of the page on the right

> after you've locked and sealed your letter, you'll have space on the outside to write the
Supercription, or addressee and delivery instructions

> the Ludovicos font in the writing example models a simple 16C humanist hand; or try a
secretary hand or bastarda for an older, more formal style (handy cheat: use a computer
font to lay out the letter on a practice page, then trace over with a pen using a lightbox)

» use cream paper or hot-pressed watercolour paper (eg 110gsm); A3 is close to period-size
paper and is easier to fold than A4, or go bigger to show your wealth, respect or humility

Letter-locking and Sealing (see the Layout Sheet)

The Layout Sheet shows the text area where you write, and folding instructions for one way to
use floss and/or wax to lock the letter — there are 70+ known ways of letter-locking! Letters
typically would be folded a couple of times top to bottom to enclose and protect the text on the
upper page; then folded horizontally left to right, making the edges meet for sealing.

In the above pictured format, you pierce a hole near the centre edge using a heavy needle or awl;
pass floss/thread around the letter and side going through the hole; then tie it off and seal with
wax on one or both sides. A simpler variant has a horizontal fold from left and an overlapping
one from right tucking one inside the other. The edges can then be sealed together with wax.
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